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vehicle needs a Smog Check depends on the type of vehicle, model year, and area in
which the vehicle is registered.

Some Vehicles Are Completely Exempt
All 1973 and older model year vehicles are exempt from all aspects of the Smog
Check program, but owners of these vehicles are required by law to keep their
emissions systems intact. Additionally, vehicles with diesel engines, vehicles with
two-cycle engines, vehicles with engines smaller than 50 cubic inches of displace-
ment, electric vehicles, and motorcycles are exempt from the Smog Check program.

New Vehicles Exempt Until Their Fifth Year
Vehicles four model years old and newer (currently 1995-1998) are not required to
have a biennial Smog Check performed until their fifth year. However, these ve-
hicles must have a Smog Check performed if the vehicle is sold or being registered
in California during that time.

Change of Ownership Areas vs. Basic and Enhanced Areas
Most areas of the state require vehicles to have a Smog Check performed every two
years, when being sold, and when being initially registered in California. These
areas are referred to as the state's Basic and Enhanced Areas. However, Change of
Ownership Areas only require a Smog Check when the vehicle is being sold or
initially registered in California. You can determine the Smog Check area you are in
by calling the Department of Consumer Affairs/Bureau of Automotive Repair toll-
free at 1-800-952-5210 or by checking the Smog Check Website at
www.smogcheck.ca.gov or www.smogcheck.org.

How Do I Know If My Vehicle Needs A Smog Check?
The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) will note on your DMV Renewal Notice
whether a Smog Check is required to reregister. In addition, an information insert
explaining the Smog Check Program requirements will be included in that mailing.
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ot all vehicles must get a Smog Check. Additionally, some vehicles only
need a Smog Check when they are being sold or being registered in Califor-
nia after previously being registered in another state. Whether or not a


